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Are you a middle or high school career readiness teacher? If so, you likely need to learn 21st century skills as part of your curriculum. As a career readiness curriculum developer, we talk to teachers like you every day. In these conversations, teachers share that some 21st century skills are easier to teach than others. One topic that teachers often ask us about is critical thinking. While we provide a
curriculum module that teaches critical thinking, our curriculum system is not the right fit for everyone. Business&amp;ITCenter21 is a full-fledged curriculum system designed to teach dozens of skills such as career exploration, customer service, critical thinking, public speaking, teamwork, and more. But some teachers are just looking for complementary critical thinking resources to add to their existing
curriculum. To help you best teach critical thinking skills to your students, we've developed a list of other popular options. Five of the best places to find critical thinking lessons and activities are: Critical Thinking Lesson Plans by TEDEd Critical Thinking Resources from Resilient Educator Critical Thinking Resources &amp; Lesson Plans by Teachers Pay Teachers The Believing Game &amp; the Doubting
Game by Morningside Center 10 Tips for Teaching Kids to Be Critical Awesome Thinkers by We Are Teachers 1. Critical Thinking Lesson Plans by TEDEd TEDEd – a subdivision of the organization known for its TED Talks – are a treasure trove of free, open source lesson ideas that you can use to shake up your classroom. TEDEd's critical thinking topics allow you to introduce video, discussion, problem
solving, and a wide range of critical thinking elements. Some of these are not lessons per se, but fun classroom activities that pose a challenge and require students to overcome it. It includes time management instructions, interactive mathematical problems, physics paratoxes, psychological concepts, and old-fashioned riddles. With this in mind, TEDEd provides one of the most varied and diverse
collections of critical thinking resources on the Internet. Best of all, they are ready to use with a single click. All you have to do is pick up the page on your screen at the front of the class (or have students access it on their devices) and click on the right lesson. Then your students engage in the introductory part of the lesson that determines the concept. After that, the lesson will prompt them to come up with
a solution or an answer. This is when you can have students work individually, in groups or as a class to exercise their critical thinking skills. TEDEd often shares these steps in Watch, Think, Dig Deeper and Discuss. TEDEd also gives you the expected response at the end of each activity. The answer is then explained in a logical way that can help students refine their critical thinking skills, especially on a
conceptual basis. 2. Critical thinking resources from Educator Resilient Educator is a website created by To help others grow professionally and stay resilient through everything thrown their way. Among the resources on the site, they have a number of lesson ideas, including a list of critical thinking resources geared toward 21st century learning. These resources are designed to help you teach critical
thinking, as opposed to simply giving you ready-made lessons that you can use. You may not be able to take their resources directly to your students, but you can adapt these resources to your own teaching style. In this respect, you get something much more complex and skill-based than simple lesson plans. However, the value you can derive from these resources allows you to set the stage for
continuous professional improvement around critical thinking training. Overall, it makes Resilient Educators critical thinking resources an excellent start for any teacher who has to teach students about 21st century skills. 3. Critical thinking teaching resources &amp; lesson plans of teachers paying teachers Salary teachers (TpT) is an online marketplace where teachers can buy, sell and share their
resources with others. Since TpT always has its doors open to new material, there is a constant flow of critical thinking lesson plans throughout the year. Some teachers can create lecture-based lessons that work well in traditional classrooms. Others may include some videos to make their lesson more diverse in terms of content. Still others can write a script for student role-playing that takes a class
period. Depending on the depth and resource type, you may find some that are listed for free while others are upwards of $60 for a bundle. This means you can sort through the options and find the one that best suits your teaching needs and budget. When you hone in on what you're looking for, it's just a matter of finding a compatible critical thinking lesson on TpT! 4. The Believing Game &amp; The
Doubting Game by Morningside Center The Morningside Center is a community-focused nonprofit organization that strives to increase ethnic justice in schools while promoting social and emotional skills. As a result, they are natural experts in critical thinking skills. Morningside Center resources for teaching critical thinking are called The Believing Game and The Doubting Game. These games are
conversations based on perspective and play devil's advocate. The belief game means that you give your students a powerful quote or excerpt on a controversial topic, like civil disobedience. Then you have students think about support and criticism. You can also wrap this in The Doubting Game, which requires a similar preparation process to show students an impactful quote or thought. Then you have
students question the idea, ask questions, ask counterpoints, and otherwise pursue a critical point of view. For both games, morningside center offers a number of examples you can use directly with your students. Even if, depending on your age may need to be examples or come up with different ones. No matter how you have to workshop the concepts, The Believing Game and The Doubting Game are
two excellent additions to a critical thinking curriculum. 5. Tips for Teaching Kids To Be Awesome Critical Thinkers by We're Teachers We're Teachers is a well-known online training publication with thousands of readers every month. They have a variety of articles to help teachers overcome challenges in the classroom, including one on tips to make students critical thinkers. Contrary to the other items on
this list, this blog post from We Are Teachers consists of general guidelines you can employ in a critical thinking curriculum. This post emphasizes the importance of slowing down your class rate to ensure every student gets the chance to apply critical thinking concepts to your material. It also provides ideas for prep work, like creating diagrams, planning classroom discussions, and figuring out thought-
provoking questions before class begins. These are a good starting point, but you need to do some work on these concepts to make them fit well with your class. What critical thinking lessons are right for you? At the end of the day, there is no single best option for teaching critical thinking. It all depends on the needs of you, your course, and your students! Each of these resources can be a good addition to
your existing curriculum. But if you need a curriculum solution that includes critical lessons among other career readiness and 21st century skills, consider checking out business&amp;ITCenter21. Business&amp;ITCenter21 is used by thousands of teachers like you to teach career exploration, personal financial literacy, communication skills, professionalism, and more. All in all, it helps you save time
planning, grading and grading student work all while maximizing students' understanding and information retention. Wondering if Business&amp;ITCenter21 can work for your classroom? Check out our Critical Thinking curriculum module to find out: There are few slogans in the K-12 right now as big as rigor. The common core has been hailed by proponents as a more rigorous set of standards, but one big
issue that keeps popping up is how to measure this rigor. A good place to start is with evidence, which is what many of the new tests plan to incorporate into their structure. Using evidence —the ability to support and explain your score—is not only a great way to measure rigor, but an important skill for students to learn. It provides insight into a person's mindwood and how they came to their conclusion, in
addition, opening up opportunities for more innovative, but also structured, thinking patterns. Putting emphasis on how a student backs up what they believe, and not the answer, takes the pressure off a student to get the right answer — or what they think the teacher wants to hear. This in turn encourages students to be creative with their thinking. By emphasising teachers can facilitate an environment
where deep, critical thinking and metacognition are the norm. Below are some activities to help teachers incorporate curiosity, evidence, and critical thinking into their classrooms. 1. Gap Fill in Students displayed an image, projected in the front of the room, if possible. At the top of their essay, students should write: What happens in this picture? At the bottom of the page, they should respond (very simply,
in 1-2 sentences) with what they think is happening in the picture. In the middle of the page – and that's why it's called Gap Fill In – students write down all the steps they took to arrive at that answer. Students are encouraged to write down the evidence they see that supports their conclusion. GOAL: This activity not only uses evidence, but supports meta cognition skills by asking what prior knowledge
brought you to your conclusion. This is a great activity for Bell Work or Do Now. Example Gap Fill in image (photos should be changed to match degree level) U.S. Army soldiers and medical staff help out at a surviving camp in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, after an earthquake in 2010. 2. Fishbowl Set up an inner circle (or fishbowl) and an outer circle in your classroom. Students should not sit in this setting yet, but
rather in their usual classroom seats. The class should be presented with a question or a statement and may reflect individually for a few minutes. During this reflection period, count the class of in small groups of 3s, 4s, or 5s. Students should now switch to the fishbowl setup. In the numbered groups, students have to facilitate a conversation while others on the outside observe without comment. (For
example, a teacher might have all 1s go to the fishbowl, while the rest of the class is in the outer ring.) When the inner group has discussed too little, the outer group has been evaluating two things: Their process (Did they listen to each other?) and their content (Did they provide evidence or just opinions?). GOAL: This activity helps students understand how and whether they use evidence, as well as
hearing the difference between giving an opinion and supporting an opinion with evidence. 5th graders engaged in a fishbowl discussion: Shooting a photo or to help. The question was created by a student curious about the photographer's role in various Gap Fill In images. Debate Introduce a statement written in a clearly visible place. (Example: Prisons are effective in stopping crime.) In every corner of
the classroom, positions (strongly, strongly disagree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree) should be published and students should be asked to move to what best represents how they feel about the statement. Without the help of the teacher, students should move to a self-informed discussion where everyone should discuss why they selected their position. During this time, the teacher should transcribe
the participants' speeches. If possible, this can be occur in real time with the transcription projected on to the board during the debate. After a fixed time (5-7 minutes), the debate will end and students will return to their seats for debrief, during which the class should evaluate the debate using the transcription as evidence. Ask the class: Was the debate good or bad? Use evidence from the transcription to
support your analysis. After the first classroom debate, the teacher should present the rules of the debate. It is recommended that the teacher conduct the first debate without rules, so that students can get a comparison for what works and what doesn't. Rules of debate: A. SEARCH first to understand the statement, EVERY WORD. B. PROJECT your voice; don't scream. C. Your PERSONAL experience is
NOT the rule. Attach it to larger examples. D. RESTATE previous point done, make your point, and move on. E. General example, ok to start; SPECIFIC EVIDENCE, this kid is SMART! GOAL: This activity allows students to not only debate one point, but, like fishbowl, analyze their communication skills. In addition, by keeping the transcription log, students can actually see how they develop throughout the
year. These activities can and should be morphed to match the culture and needs of the individual classroom. This specific list comes from activities used in the Allied Media: Detroit Future Schools curriculum. Curriculum.
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